Life Without Parole:

An American Human
Rights Crisis



Despite popular belief,
life without parole
(LWOP) is not a
“humane” alternative to
state-sanctioned
execution.




It is simply another
form of the

death penalty...
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...death by
Incarceration.
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possible for all human beings...



There are over 53,000

people serving LWOP
in the United States.




And over 44,000
people are serving “de

facto LWOP” sentences =

that exceed the
human lifespan.




In contrast, in Europe there are fewer than 100 people
serving LWOP, a number too small to fill even one
typical American prison yard.




The European
Court of Human
Rights has held

LWOP to be
cruel and
degrading

punishment,
and a violation
of human rights
because of its
complete denial
of hope.




As a “covenant with the past,” LWOP denies the
possibility of redemption and restoration.



Pope Francis has openly condemned LWOP, calling it a “hidden
death penalty.” The Vatican Criminal Code has abolished
all life sentences.



* i ook -
LRSSl oL e

"arar%.e . e denied.
WI| ortunity to

evaluated for swtgblmpamﬂ-




Before

et
TREi ?ﬁoﬂj’t

always a
arole

SL{C severe
sentences were

.. sentengin
virtually unkndwn.

policies.




.whitkeeths 3

mul&B/@sof

RONtisiaes

focuBMEonN

DU REGHO
 piRegk T EEE”
~ than FeRtdiletiRIng

wWin pHeae votes...




; ",
MIR l ' 1' | ‘

1"' 1” IR

DA "“

.:"',:»" 8 ':"‘ \k .
i @f:‘:::,gc ! Studies have

L show
that prisoners
SuchyRarsh
REDEIGARE
doesgiet pptect
VEEpuhligy
reoffend,

especially for
a violent crime.



In recghtoyesrp,stdveguen, agiadilomdk ab @xéraerd has
started, aigangerocevml ikeeEWMO@arceration...




Massachusetts and

Whils,net anding pQP
O B TR,
iRd many DRy Jqssoftening

e impact of extreme
2ncing, especially on

o people and the
I\ elderly.

ISP

”~
e |



the 'Vglgee@f@urvwors and
famllles of victims:must be included

7

5 |

i

i' as important partners
in the conversation about
ending LWOP.
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Death by incarceration must be ended.in a
mature and humane sociéty.
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Susan E. Lawrence, M.D., Esq.
Founder and CEO
The Center for Life Without Parole Studies

(661) 466-7007


http://www.lwopstudies.org/
mailto:susan.Lawrence@lwopstudies.org

